Newsletter

Issue 06 | Sep 2019

Well it may have been a wet summer and autumn, but that has been good news for Protect. We now have over
thirty weirs monitoring runoff from peatland gullies in the south Pennines and our storm data sets have been
growing rapidly! The project is approaching a critical stage. Gully blocking will take place on the Stalybridge site
this winter and we are still hopeful that the Urchin Clough experiment will get a green light as we move the
project from baseline data collection on to characterisation of the NFM measures. We have also started work
on a couple of papers, one on the baseline field data (Manchester) and an early modelling paper (Newcastle) so
watch this space.

NFM BENEFITS OF POST-FIRE RESTORATION
Last summer’s erroneously named “Saddleworth” fire
devastated the moorland above Stalybridge. Our project
partners, Moors for the Future Partnership and GMMC
Environment Agency, are carrying out restoration work
on the fire scar, which has given us the opportunity to
monitor the NFM benefits of post-fire restoration in
another of our communities at risk of flooding.
Earlier in the year we installed 10 weirs, three rain
gauges and countless dipwells. Thanks to some good
storms over the summer we have already started to build
up a solid baseline dataset. Restoration works are due to
be carried out this winter, and we will be focussing our
experiments on the different types of gully blocks that
will be used.

NEW WEBINAR SERIES
As part of the NERC NFM Research Programme we have set up a webinar series to share experience and ideas on
NFM. As you have shown an interest in Protect-NFM, we thought you would be interested in this and we'd like to
add you to our mailing list to let you know about upcoming events. If you do not want to be added to this list please
let us know. You can of course unsubscribe at any time. Please help us spread the word, but sharing the details with
your colleagues and networks. We are also seeking presenters for the webinars – if you would like an opportunity to
share your knowledge with the NFM community please email us at NFM@reading.ac.uk.
Emma and Martin kicked off the webinar series last week with an overview of our work. If you missed it, you’ll be
able to access a recording online soon at: https://research.reading.ac.uk/nerc-nfm/webinar-series/
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CONFERENCE ACTIVITY
Emma and Joe attended the European Geosciences
Union annual meeting in Vienna in April. Emma
presented some preliminary findings of the baseline
monitoring at our gully blocking experimental site in
the Peatland Hydrology session chaired by Joe.
Elsewhere at the conference there were some
interesting sessions and presentations on Nature Based
Solutions and Working with Natural Processes and
some good opportunities to share ideas.
Later in April, the Manchester team attended a joint
British Hydrological Society – NERC-NFM Programme
meeting at Lancaster University, provocatively titled:
Natural Flood Management: Does it work? We may
not have fully answered the question, but there were
some excellent talks from the leads of the three NERCNFM projects and others, including Martin Evans
presenting an overview of our work to date. You can
read more about the day here.
In early July Emma and Martin headed to Milan for the
10th International Association for Landscape Ecology
World Congress. Emma chaired in a session on Working
with Natural Processes (WWNP), in which Martin again
presented an overview of our work to date as well as
highlighting how it aligns with landscape ecology. They
also indulged in the odd gelato! You can read more
about the session here.

NERC-NFM PROGRAMME MONITORING WORKSHOP

In September we hosted a field meeting and workshop
with members of the other NERC-NFM projects (QNFM and LANDWISE) to share our experience of field
monitoring and discuss common methods.

We were joined in the morning by Dave Chandler from
one of our key project partners, Moors for the Future
Partnership, who was able to share details of their
peatland restoration work in the area.
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ADAM JOHNSTON JOINS THE TEAM
We are delighted to welcome Adam back to Manchester. He graduated with a BSc in
Geography from the University of Manchester in 2017, and after completing his MSc in
GIS at University of Leeds and taking a year out in Canada, he’s back to begin his PhD
with the Protect-NFM team. Adam will be investigating the surface roughness changes
associated with peatland restoration and how this influences runoff and NFM benefits
in headwater catchments. He plans to use ground based and airborne remote sensing
to estimate spatial variation in surface roughness and the relative impact on channel
flow across the channel-slope profile. He will consider roughness elements affecting
flow across a range of spatial scales, from vegetation at plot scale, to gully blocks at
catchment scale.

THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED US OUT OVER THE SUMMER
We’d be lost without our army of interns and MSc students who
have been helping us out over the past few months. We were lucky
to secure two interns over the summer who, along with two
volunteers from our MSc programme, have been supporting Martin
Kay in setting up and maintaining our sites. They’ve also helped
Emma keep on top of the data processing. We’ve also supported
several MSc dissertations relating to the project, including two
investigating the impacts of antecedent conditions or natural
revegetation on storm flow, and another looking into the impacts of
restoration of bare peat on low flows. These are currently being
graded, but we’ll update you with the results soon.
Huge thanks also go to our project partners, Moors for the Future
Partnership and Environment Agency, for helping us secure and set
up the Stalybridge site.
A final, very special thanks goes to Andrew Stimson. He has
supported the project from the beginning but is now leaving
Manchester to start a new job with the North Pennines Peatland
Programme. We wish him all the best in his new role.

STAFFING CHANGES AND JOB OPORTUNITIES
Over the summer, Emma was appointed to a Lectureship in Geography at the University of
Manchester. This is of course excellent news for her, and not too bad news for Protect-NFM
as she’ll still be part of the team and is committed to seeing the project through to the end. It
does however mean we need to find a new postdoc to help us deliver the final two years of
the project. The position will be based at University of Manchester for 23 months, and the
successful applicant will play a central part in the delivery of the Manchester components of
Protect-NFM. They will be responsible for data collation and analysis, support ongoing field
data collection and liaise with our wide range of project partners, along with all the other
things Emma has been doing for us over the last two years. You can find more details about
the job here. The application deadline is 7th November. Please help us spread the word so we
can find the best possible candidates.

