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I’m sure you will be nodding along if I say it’s been a challenging few months. From a project point of view we
were very grateful to our project partners Moors for the Future who worked hard to install interventions at our
Stalybridge sites just ahead of lockdown. The site looks great (see pics below) and is up and running with post
intervention data coming in. Careful timing of data logger downloads meant we only lost a small amount of
data during lockdown. We haven’t been twiddling our thumbs though, we have welcomed two new members
of staff and they have been analysing results from the analysis of pre-intervention data. We are now getting
back into the field and starting to make up the backlog of fieldwork.

RESTORATION WORKS AT STALYBRIDGE
We’re pleased to be able to share with you that our project partners, Moors for the Future Partnership and GMMC
Environment Agency, have completed their restoration work on the fire damaged moorland above Stalybridge.
We’re monitoring ten experimental gullies which contain different block designs. These include standard
restoration measures such as stone and peat dams, as well as some which include NFM optimised features like
pipes and slots with different apertures which (we hope!) will help attenuate stormflow. We’re also monitoring
some larger stone dams which have been put in place a bit further down the system to hold back large volumes of
water during high magnitude events.
Before the restoration took place we had built up a solid 12 month baseline dataset, and now that lockdown
restrictions have eased a little we have been able to download our first batch of post-intervention data! We’re
working up this data as a priority and will report back with our preliminary finding soon.
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DONALD AND JOE JOIN THE TEAM
Back in February, we welcomed Donald Edokpa and Joe Lake Rees
to the Manchester team.
Donald is our new postdoctoral Research Associate based at
University of Manchester. He’s working on field data collection,
hydrograph extraction and analysis for the project. Donald has a
BSc in Geography and Regional Planning from the University of
Benin, Benin City, and an MSc in Geographical Information Science
and PhD in Physical Geography from the University of Manchester.
He has over seven years’ experience in upland peat research with
focus on hydro-chemical monitoring, flow analysis and peatland
restoration impacts on nutrient cycling dynamics. Donald is familiar
with some of the Protect-NFM sites from his PhD work on Kinder
and managed to visit most of the other sites before lockdown.
Joe is a working with us as a Research Assistant. He’s a whiz with
spreadsheets and is optimising our hydrograph analysis and
working up flow trajectories for our Kinder sites. Joe has an MSc in
Chemistry with International study from the University of
Manchester and works on another project at UoM on public
engagement with urban data.

WORKING WITH POLICY
Martin Evans contributed to the recent POST note on Natural
Mitigation of Flood Risk. The POST note provided a succinct
overview of NFM and highlighted the evidence base for its
incorporation in flood mitigation strategies. Multiple barriers to the
implementation of NFM were identified and the need to coordinate
efforts through partnerships was emphasized.
We are pleased that the projects of the NERC-NFM programme are
highlighted and our previous work on the Making Space for Water
project is also considered.

NERC-NFM WEBINAR SERIES
The NERC NFM Research Programme webinar series has proved incredibly popular during lockdown. In July, Tim
Allott presented the findings of our recent report on Peatland Catchments and Natural Flood Management, part of
the IUCN UK Peatland Programme Commission of Inquiry on Peatlands, and Dave and Salim will be presenting an
update of the Protect-NFM modelling work on 20th August.
You can sign up for Dave and Sal’s talk here, see the upcoming schedule here, and access previous presentations
here. We are also seeking presenters for future webinars – if you would like an opportunity to share your
knowledge with the NFM community please email us at NFM@reading.ac.uk.
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COME FLY WITH ME (IN QGIS)

Adam has been busy working on our new high resolution GIS data that was flown by BlueSky as part of MoorLIFE
2020 last year. At 0.25m resolution, the Digital Surface Model (DSM) shows peatland surfaces in incredible detail,
capturing a range of microtopographic features. This DSM has been a great help in delineating catchment boundaries
at our sites and planning Adam’s PhD work, not to mention getting a great birds eye view of Kinder Scout!

EARLY PRE-INTERVENTION RESULTS
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Donald gave a presentation on the patterns of runoff from peat micro-catchments at the July 2020 NERC-NFM
Science Workshop. Preliminary results from the Stalybridge pre intervention data show a decrease in runoff
coefficient and peak storm discharge in catchments 0.3 – 1.6 ha. The efficient conveyance of runoff in smaller
catchments is a strong rationale for optimizing NFM at these upland sites.

